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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
ST.  MARTIN’S  HOUSE, 
CHESTER. 

CHI  2BA 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  City  Council. 


Dear  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1969.  In  the 
interests  of  economy  the  Report  is  condensed,  but  full  details  are  retained 
by  the  Heads  of  Sections  concerned,  as  in  1968. 

Delay  in  producticwi  is  regretted  but  has  been  unavoidable. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  F.  MORGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  Acres  . . > ...  ...  

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ... 


4659 
60880 
21386 
...  £3658164 
£14400 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births  P®r  ifOOO 

Male  Female  Total  Population 


Legitimate  ..,  461 

Illegitimate  ...  66 

Totals  527 

ni^itimate  Live  Births 

Percentage  of  Total  Live  Births 

Still  Births 

9 

Live  and  Still  Birdu 

Totals  536 

Deaths 

All  infants  ...  8 

Legitimate  Infants  8 

Illegitimate  Infants  — 

Neonatal 

(first  4 weeks)  4 

Early  Neonatal 

(under  1 week)  4 


511  972 

48  114 

559  1086  17-8 

10-5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
(Live  and  Still)  Births 

12  21  19-0 

571  1107 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

12  20  18-4 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
legitimate  Live  Births 

9 17  17-5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
illegitimate  Live  Births 

3 3 26-2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

5 9 8-3 

5 9 8-3 


Peri-Natal 

(Still  Births  plus  Deaths  under  1 week) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Live  and  Sdll  Births 

13 

17 

30 

27-1 

Maternal  (including 

abortion)  — 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and  Still) 
Births 

00 

All  Causes  . . . 373 

341 

714 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

11-7 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  3 

3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

004 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  — 

1 

1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

001 

Cancer  ...  ...  86 

71 

157 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

2-5 
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, POPULATION  AND.  VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  estimated  population,  60,880,  compares  with  ^,620  for  1968. 
Material  change  is  likely  only  in  the  event  oi  boundary  adjustments. 

The  Birth  Rate  17-8,  when  adjusted  18-2,  compares  with  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  of  16-3. 

The  Death  Rate  11-7,  when  adjusted  12*9,  compares  with  the  national 
rate  of  11-9. 

Stillbirths  21,  give  a rate  of  19-0  which  compares  with  13-0  the  national 
rate  per  1,000  live  births. 

Illegitimacy 

The  following  details  show  illegitimate  births  as  a percentage  of  total 


ive  births  each  year. 

1960  

5-1 

1961  

. • • 

• • ♦ 

61 

1962  

■ • • 

...  ...  7*3 

1963  

• • • 

• • • 

. • • ...  ...  6*3 

1964  

• •• 

• • • 

...  8*2 

1965  

. • • • 

• • • 

...  ' 84 

1966  

• • • 

• • • 

8-8 

1967  ... 

' • • • 

• . • 

' . . . . ^ "...  9"5 

1968  

• • 1 

• • • 

104  “ 

1969  

. . * 

10-5 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  total  of  infant  deaths  for  the  year  was  20,  giving  a rate  of  18-4  per 
1,000  live  births  to  compare  with  18'0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Three  of  the  deaths  were  illegitimate  giving  a rate  of  26-2  deaths  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births. 

The  causes  of  death  of  these  20  infants  were  as  follows: — 

Premamrity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Congenital  Abnormality  4 

Acute  Infections  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(Meningitis,  Encephalitis,  Broncho-pneumonia,  etc.) 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..V  4 

20 


DEATH  RATE 

The  total  of  deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  was  714.  The  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  population  was  11-7  which,  when  adjusted  compared  with  11-9 
for  England  and  Wales. 

Heart  and  circulatory  conditions  accovmted  for  341  deaths,  48  per  cent, 
of  the  total. 
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There  were  three  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  all  male  in  the 
age  group  55 — ^75,  and  one  female  non-respiratory  in  the  65 — 15  age 
group. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus  totalled  46  deaths,  38  of  these  were 
male  and  eight  female. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  caused  ten  deaths. 

No.  of 
Deaths  from 


Year 

Lung  Cancer 

Males 

Females 

1960 

21 

19 

2 

1961 

37 

33 

4 

1962 

35 

29 

6 

1963 

36 

31 

5 

1964 

39 

37 

2 

1965 

30 

26 

4 

1966 

43 

35 

8 

1967 

47 

35 

12 

1968 

47 

39 

8 

1969 

46 

38 

8 

The  Authority 
Committee. 

is  a member 

of  the  Merseyside 

Cancer  Education 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  were  151  notified  cases  of  Measles  and  61  of  Dysentery. 

I am  pleased  to  record  that  again  there  were  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis 
notified. 

The  following  diseases  are  no  longer  notifiable: — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Pneumonia  and  Erysipilas. 

Infective  Hepatitis  (Infectious  Jaundice)  became  notifiable  in  1968, 
although  little  is  known  about  the  aetiology  of  the  condition.  Sporadic 
outbreaks  have  occurred  from  time  to  time  and  there  is  little  doubt  that 
the  causative  agent  is  a virus  carried  in  the  intestine. 

Control  of  Notifiable  Diseases 

On  receipt  of  notification  from  the  General  Medical  Practitioner,  the 
staff  ot  Health  Visitors  make  immediate  investigation  and  report  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Help  from  other  sections  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment may  be  necessary,  especially  in  cases  of  Food  Poisoning. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  have  been  given  authority 
to  issue  notices  in  emergency  to  stop  the  spread  of  Infectious  Diseases. 
School  closure  is  now  only  very  rarely  considered  a good  step  to  control 
the  spread. 


FOOD  POISONING 

There  appears  to  be  some  misapprehension  about  Food  Poisoning. 
There  are,  for  public  health  purposes,  three  types  of  poisoning: — 

(a)  Poisoning  by  chemical  agents  in  food,  e.g.  lead  poisoning  from 
beer. 

(b)  Poisoning  by  bacterial  toxins  (exotoxins). 

No  living  organisms  may  be  present,  yet  heat-stable  toxins  can 
give  illness. 

(c)  Poisoning  by  bacteria  themselves  (endotoxins). 

This  includes  the  Salmonella  Groups. 

It  will  be  seen  then  that  bacteriological  examination  may  be  negative 
and  yet  the  food  can  poison.  Normally  group  (c)  is  the  most  common  and 
usually  caused  by  Salmonella. 

Five  cases  were  notified  but  seven  were  found. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  significant  size. 

Two  cases  of  Salmonella  Virchow  poisoning  were  found  to  be  due  to 
eating  insufficiently  cooked  chickens  as  Salmonella  Virchow  is  a common 
organism  in  chicken  meat. 

Three  cases  occurred  due  to  Salmonella  Indiana,  origin  imknown. 

Immediate  notification  (rf  Food  Poisoning  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
— preferably  by  telephone,  so  that  portions  of  uneaten  food  might  be 
obtained,  and  specimens  from  the  patient  examined  before  the  organism 
is  ‘washed  out’  of  the  intestinal  tract  by  diarrhoea. 
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Qean  Food  Handbo<d( 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  publication  of  a HandbocA  on  Clean 
Food  by  a firm  of  publishers,  to  emphasise  the  dangers  of  lack  of  hygiene 
in  food  preparation.  There  was  no  cost  to  the  Authority  in  this  production, 
which  was  similar  to  the  Handbook  on  the  Health  Services  of  the 
Authority  (which  has  been  produced  for  some  years). 

Under  the  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1961,  compensation  is  payable  by 
the  Local  Health  Authority  to  contacts  and  cases  of  Notifiable  Mectious 
Disease  who  are  recommended  by  the  Mescal  Officer  of  Health  to  cease 
their  work  temporarily  on  this  account.  The  total  amount  thus  paid  during 
the  financial  year  was  £24. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1969 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1952 

The  total  of  new  cases  notified  was  eight  as  detailed  in  the  following 
table: — 

•4 

TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 
AGE  PERIODS  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


2 — — — — — — — 

2 — — — — — — _ 

1 1 — _ 2 — — — 
1 _ _ _ 1 _ _ 1 


7 1 — _ 3 — _ 1 


An  account  of  Preventive  and  After-Care  work  is  given  under  Prevention 
of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care,  later  in  the  report. 

I 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 


The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  who,  resident  in  Chester,  attended 
the  V.D.  Clinic  for  the  first  time: — 


Syphilis  

1966 

5 

1967 

2 

1968 

1969 

3 

Gonorrhoea 

• •••  • • • 

48 

30 

29 

33 

Other  Conditions 

• • > 4 

111 

83 

109 

145 

f 

164 

115 

138 

181 

I ' 

The  disquieting  increase  in  venereal  diseases  ccmtinues  to  stigmatise 
the  ‘permissive’  nature  of  our  society.  Al^oug^  prevention  <rf  V.D. 
obviously  begins  ‘at  home’,  by  the  example  and  teaching  (rf  the  parents, 
the  Local  Authority  was  advised  to  revise  its  schemes  for  contact  tracing 
and  to  do  much  more  Health  Education.  TTiere  is  “no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  if  the  tragedy  and  misery  caused  by  V.D.  were  wily  better  known, 


0— 

1— 

2— 
5— 

10^ 

15— 

20— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

75— 

Totals 
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and  if  we  could  only  educate  parents  to  teach  their  children  that  self 
discipline  is  essential  now  as  it  ever  has  been,  then  promiscuity  would 
drop  dramatically  and  we  should  be  a happier  and  healthier  nation. 


The  V.D.  Clinics  are  held  at  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  as  follows: — 
Males — 

Wednesdays,  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Saturdays,  11  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

Females — 

Mondays,  4-30  p.m.  to  7-30  p.m. 


SERVICES  PROVIDED  UNDER 
NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACTS 

HEALTH  CENTRES  (Section  21) 

The  opening  of  a new  St.  Martin’s  House  in  the  latter  half  of  1967,  was 
the  result  of  co-operation  between  the  Health  Authorities  of  Cheshire 
County  Council  and  of  the  Qty  Council.  The  new  building  accommodates 
all  the  City  Health  Services  (including  School  Health),  and  South-West 
EHvision  of  Cheshire  and  the  County  Dental  Officer’s  Suite,  besides  a 
large  general  purpose  clinic  (shared  by  the  two  Authorities)  and  various 
specialist  services  erf  the  Covmty  (Child  Guidance,  Teacher  of  the  Deaf, 
and  Special  Clinics). 

As  regards  Health  Centres  proper,  under  the  N.H.S.  Acts,  consultations 
were  held  between  the  City  Health  Department  and  the  Chester  Local 
Medical  Committee,  and  Chester  Executive  Council.  No  definite  plans  for 
the  future  were  made. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN  (Section  27) 

(i)  Expectant  Mothers 

Antenatal  Clinics  are  held  at  the  City  Hospital,  Monday  to  Friday,  each 
week.  Many  General  Practitioners  also  hold  weekly  Antenatal  Clinics  in 
their  surgeries  and  which  may  be  attended  by  MLidwives.  Patients  who  are 
to  be  confined  in  their  own  homes  are  visited  by  the  Midwives  employed 
by  the  City  Council,  or  they  may  attend  the  Midwives  Clinic  at  Blacon 
(which  commenced  in  1964  and  is  open  every  Monday  afternoon)  or  at 
the  Central  Clinic  (which  commenced  in  October,  1965),  and  is  now  open 
on  Wednesday  afternoons  at  St.  Martin’s  House.  The  purpose  of  these 
Midwives  Clinics  is  to  speed  up  the  Midwives’  work,  to  give  better  Health 
Education  and  to  provide  a means  of  intercommunication  between  the 
Midwives,  their  pupils  and  their  patients.  No  Doctors  attend  these  Clinics, 
and  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  engage  the  services  of  a Physiotherapist. 
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(ii)  ChUd  Health  Clinics 

The  following  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of 
1969;— 

Mondays: 

St.  Martin’s  House — 2 — 4 p.m.  (commenced  January,  1970) 

Tuesdays: 

Saltney — St.  Mark’s  Church  Hall,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Hoole — All  Saints’  Church  Hall,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Wednesdays: 

Blacon — The  Clinic,  10  a.m. — 12  noon  and  2 — 4 p.m. 

Boughton — Civil  Etefence  Headquarters,  2 — 4 p.m.  (ended  March, 
1969) 

Thursday: 

St.  Martin’s  House — 2 — 4 p.m. 

Blacon — The  Clinic,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Fridays: 

Hoole — All  Saints’  Church  Hall,  2—4  p.m. 

The  Development  Plan  (of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Services)  includes 
the  building  of  Clinic  premises  in  various  parts  of  the  City  and  will  be 
modified  as  the  need  arises  and  as  the  population  is  rehoused  from 
Qearance  areas.  The  building  of  a Clinic  at  Boughton  was  deferred  for 
national  economy  reasons. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  the  provision  of  a clinic  at  Saltney  should  be 
associated  with  the  provision  of  a Commimity  Centre  by  the  Education 
Authority,  In  the  future  building  programme,  clinic  accommodation  was 
to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  extensions  to  Hoole  Secondary 
School  and  the  Charles  Kingsley  School,  while  the  demand  for  Health 
Centres  was  to  be  examined. 

PRINCESS  STREET  CHILD  HEALTH  CENTRE 
Attendances  (1968) 

(a)  By  children  under  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  1711 

(b)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  . . . 528 

Consultations  with  Medical  Officer : — 

(a)  Children  under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  456 

(b)  Children,  one  to  five  years  ...  ...  212 

SALTNEY  CHILD  HEALTH  CENTRE 

(a)  By  children  under  one  year  of  age  1438 

(b)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  . . . 444 

Consultations  with  Medical  Officer: — 

(a)  Children  under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  315 

(b)  Children,  one  to  five  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

BLACON  CHILD  HEALTH  CENTRE 

(a)  By  children  under  one  year  of  age  ...  4238 

(b)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  . . . 2741 

Consultations  with  Medical  Officer: — 

(a)  Children  under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  952 

(b)  Children,  one  to  five  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  664 


1969 

2197 

657 

499 

405 


1474 

378 

366 

220 


4124 

2515 

1157 

898 
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HOOLE  CHILD  HEALTH  CENTRE 


(a)  By  children  under  one  year  of  age  

2674 

2548 

(b)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  . . . 

454 

517 

Consultations  with  Medical  Officer: — 

(a)  Children  under  one  year  ...  . . „ 

573 

703 

(b)  Children,  one  to  five  years 

214 

262 

BOUGHTON  CHILD  HEALTH  CENTRE 

(a)  By  children  under  one  year  of  age 

703 

*127 

(b)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  . . . 

217 

*62 

Consultations  with  Medical  Officer: — 

(a)  Children  under  one  year 

139 

*31 

(b)  Children,  one  to  five  years  , 

62 

*33 

*Up  to  March,  1969 

TOTAL  ATTENDANCES 

(a)  By  children  under  one  year  of  age  

10763 

10470 

(b)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  . . , 

4384 

4129 

15147 

14599 

Consultations  with  Medical  Officer: — 

(a)  Children  under  one  year  

2425 

2756 

(b)  Children,  one  to  five  years 

1336 

1816 

3761 

4572 

(iii)  Premature  Infants 

There  is  a Premature  Infant  Unit  at  the  City  Hospital  which  caters  for 
infants  below  lbs.  weight,  so  that  few  had  to  be  nursed  at  home.  The 
ambulances  are  specially  wired  to  carry  the  Premature  Baby  Incubators 
which  are  kept  at  the  City  Hospital. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Consultant  Paediatrician,  one  Health  Visitor 
attended  the  Premature  Unit  at  the  City  Hospital.  There  were  adequate 
follow-up  arrangements  for  home  treatment  after  discharge  from  the 
hospital  and  co-operation  in  this  field  has  been  excellent. 

One  Health  Visitor  visits  Special  Units  weekly  at  the  City  Hospital. 


The  number  of  Premature  Births  during  1969 

was: — 

Live  Births 

StiU  Births 

Bom  in  Hospital  . . 

(Five  died  under  28  days). 

72 

8 

Born  at  Home 

Children  bom  ‘at  risk’: — 

5 

In  Hospital  ...  . . , 

(Malformations,  29). 

... 

290 

At  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

(Malformations,  2). 

(iv)  Notification  of  Congenital  Defects  apparent  at  birth 

28 

During  1969  there  were  31  cases  of  Congenital  Abnormality  notified  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  It  is  remarkable  that  13  of  these  had  defects 
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involving  the  Central  Nervous  System  and  the  question  arises  whether 
this  is  one  of  the  after-effects  of  using  the  contraceptive  pill.  Nearly  three 
per  cent  of  all  the  births  in  the  City  were  abnormal;  and  of  this  three  per 
cent,  42  per  cent  had  defects  involving  the  Central  Nervous  System: — 


Year 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Total  Births 

No.  with  Congenital 

1160 

1098 

1109 

1089 

1075 

1086 

Abnormalities 

No.  with  defects  of 

22 

11 

15 

25 

15 

31 

Central  Nervous 

System 

6 

2 

2 

7 

3 

13 

It  is  not  possible  of  course  to  ascertain  which  of  the  mothers  concerned 
had  been  ‘on  the  pill’,  but  the  remarkable  increase  in  Central  Nervous 
System  deformities  makes  research  necessary. 


(v)  Supply  of  Dried  Milks,  etc.  (Welfare  Foods) 

National  Dried  Milk,  Welfare  Foods  and  Nutrients  were  available  to 
the  public,  at  the  HealA  Department,  St.  Martin’s  House,  and  the  hours 
of  opening  are: 

Monday  to  Friday:  9 a.m.  to  5-30  p.m. 

The  Centre  is  closed  on  Saturdays,  Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays. 

All  Welfare  Foods,  as  well  as  many  special  brands  of  proprietory  foods, 
vitamins,  nutrients  and  accessories,  are  sold  in  all  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
(between  2—4  p.m.  on  the  days  shown  above)  and  this  service  is  intended 
for  people  attending  the  Clinic.  Lack  of  space  and  storage  makes  it  difficult 
to  make  such  facilities  available  to  all. 

Necessitous  cases  where  financial  hardship  occurs  can  be  agisted  by  the 
free  supply  of  baby  foods  to  the  parent  on  the  certification  of  the  Clinic 
Medicd  Officer. 


(vi)  Dental  Care 

Dental  Services  fw  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 
and  Children  Under  5 Years 

Services  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  children  under  five 
years  are  provided  free  at  the  School  Dental  Clinic. 

Attendances 

Number  of  Visits  for  Treatment — 


Childreo 

Expcctaat 

■ad 

Nuniag 

Mather* 

First  Visit  

146 

76 

Subsequent  Visits  

97 

120 

Total  

243 

196 

Additional  Courses  of  Treatment  other 
than  First  Course  started  in  1969 

2 

1 

Treatment 

Statistical  Details  are  kept  by  the  Chief  Dental  Officer.  (P.S.D.O.). 
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Sessions 

Number  erf  Sessions  for  Priority  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Cases, 
114. 

(No  special  sessions  for  Health  Education). 

(vi)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children 

The  only  Maternity  Hospital  Accommodation  within  the  City  is  at  the 
City  Hospital.  There  are  no  Private  Nursing  Homes  nor  Maternity  Homes. 
(There  is  some  private  accommodation  in  adjacent  areas  outside  the  City). 

The  City  Hospital  also  has  a department  for  Premature  Infants,  as  well 
as  Children’s  Wards. 


(vii)  Family  Planning  Act,  1967 

After  consultation  with  the  Chester  Branch  trf  the  Family  Planning 
Association,  the  Authority  made  the  following  provisions  under  the 
National  Health  Service  (Family  Planning)  Act,  1967: — 

(a)  ‘Medical  Cases’.  Reference  is  made  to  the  General  Medical 
Practitioner  for  advice  and  confirmation,  and  then  the  patient  is  sent  to 
the  Family  Planning  Association  Clinic,  the  cost  being  borne  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

(b)  ‘Social  Cases’.  In  all  cases  the  agreement  of  the  patient’s  own 
Doctor  has  to  be  obtained  and  then  the  case  referred  to  the  Family 
Planning  Association,  cost  being  borne  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

(c)  ‘Unmarried,  over  16  years’.  Advice  only  is  given  in  exceptional 
circumstances. 

(d)  ‘Domiciliary  Treatment’  is  only  given  in  necessitous  cases.  No 
charges  are  made  where  the  income  is  at  Social  Security  level:  Above  this, 
the  full  cost  has  to  be  met  by  the  patient  where  this  is  provided  for  by  the 
Act. 

Twenty-two  cases  were  referred  for  treatment,  18  on  medical  and  four 
on  social  grovmds. 

Payment  by  the  Authority  was  agreed  on  a flat  rate  with  the  F.P.A. 

UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  THEIR  INFANTS 
The  Authority  gives  financial  assistance  where  this  is  necessary  to 
unmarried  mothers  for  six  weeks  before  and  six  weeks  after  confinement. 
This  period  may  be  prolonged  on  application  and  especially  in  the  case  of 
young  girls.  The  Chester  and  District  Moral  Welfare  Association  greatly 
assist  us  by  investigating  cases  and  finding  accommodation  in  suitable 
Mother  and  Baby  Homes.  Many  cases  assisted  in  this  way  are  not  referred 
for  financial  assistance,  but  where  this  is  so,  assessment  is  made  of  the  need 
for  help.  The  Local  Health  Authority  expects  the  putative  father  to  take  his 
share  of  the  financial  responsibility. 

Three  cases  were  helped  during  the  year. 

It  is  a difficult  matter  to  find  suitable  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  for  these 
girls  and  a knowledge  of  their  home  background  and  upbringing  has  to  be 
matched  to  the  type  of  Home  to  which  they  are  sent.  An  annual  grant  is 
now  made  to  the  Moral  Welfare  Association  for  their  part  in  investigating 
cases,  interviewing  putative  fathers  and  conveying  the  mother  to  and  from 
the  Home.  Without  its  assistance  much  more  work  would  fall  on  the  Health 
Visiting  Staff. 
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TPIE  NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  (REGULATION)  ACT, 
1948.  (AS  AMENDED  BY  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  AND  PUBLIC 

HEALTH  ACT,  1968) 

Over  the  years,  the  number  of  Nursery  or  Play  Groups  for  Pre-School 
Children  has  steadily  increased  in  the  City  so  that  by  the  end  of  1969 
there  were  27  groups,  catering  for  275  children  in  the  area.  (This  com- 
pares with  18  groups  and  217  children  in  1968). 

There  was  no  lack  of  provision  for  the  Priority  Groups  (children  who 
were  deprived,  inadequately  housed,  in  poor  health  or  children  with  special 
needs):  all  the  Play  Groups  are  privately  run.  They  are  frequently  in- 
spected by  the  Health  Department  Staff. 

In  view  of  the  much  more  stringent  requirements  now  imposed  by  the 
1968  Act,  the  standards  for  sanitary,  washing  and  play  space  accommoda^ 
tion  adopted  by  the  Authority  were  the  same  as  those  applying  to  Infant 
Classes  under  the  Standards  for  School  Premises  Regulations.  (Some  of 
the  standards  given  in  these  Regulations  did  not  apply  to  Play  Groups 
held  in  the  mornings  only).  Fire  precautions  attracted  particular  attention. 

Spastic  children  of  Pre-School  age  are  catered  for  at  the  Junior  Spastics 
Centre  in  Blacon,  to  which  the  adjacent  counties  also  send  their  priority- 
class  children. 

Some  severely  subnormal  children  were  accommodated  at  the  Dee  Banks 
Junior  Training  Centre,  when  family  circumstances  made  this  necessary 
before  the  age  of  five. 

One  applicant  was  refused  registration  under  the  Act  and  did  not  appeal. 
Gateway  Theatre  Creche 

On  application  for  a Creche  at  the  Gateway  Theatre,  it  was  decided  to 
permit  a maximum  of  ten  children  if  a Nurse  was  present  but  children 
below  three  years  were  to  be  admitted  on  separate  days  from  those  aged 
three  to  ten  years. 


MTOWIFERY  (Section  23) 

The  Local  Health  Authority  Services 

The  staff  of  seven  full-time  and  one  part-time  Midwives  was  generally 
sufficient  and  there  was  no  shortage  of  A^dwives  in  the  City. 

Four  City  Midwives  are  now  approved  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
to  undertake  the  teaching  of  pupils.  The  City  Hospital  was  approved  for 
the  Part  II  Training  of  pupil  Midwives  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
their  District  Training.  Fourteen  pupils  were  trained  by  the  Local  Authority 
in  1969.  Midwives  receive  Refresher  Covuses  as  required  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board. 

Attachment  of  Midwives  to  General  Medical  Practitioners 

A scheme  for  the  attachment  of  City  Midwives  to  General  Medical 
Practitioners  was  drawn  up  with  ±e  co-operation  of  the  Local  Medical 
Committee,  and  it  was  decided  to  put  such  a scheme  into  effect  for  a trial 
period  of  six  months. 

The  idea  is  similar  to  the  attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to  General 
Medical  Practitioners  which  has  been  in  operation  since  November,  1968. 
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Hospital  Accommodation 

There  is  no  Private  Maternity  accommodation  in  the  City  outside  tha 
City  Hospital.  The  shortage  of  Hospital  Accommodation  t^oughout  the 
country  has  led  to  shorter  time  being  spent  in  Hospital  after  confinement 
and  there  was  therefore  a bigger  turnover.  At  the  present  time,  there  is  a 
priority  scheme  for  hospital  confinement,  but  many  first  babies  have  to  b* 
bom  at  home.  Nevertheless,  excellent  liaison  between  the  City  Hospital 
and  the  Local  Authority  has  always  made  hospital  confinement  possible 
where  home  circmnstances  were  unsuitable. 

The  future  opening  of  the  General  Practitioner  Unit  in  1971  was 
considered,  together  with  its  effect  on  the  admissions  to  Hospital.  At 
present  cases  are  admitted  to  hospital  on  social  as  well  as  medical  grounds. 
It  is  anticipated  that  when  the  General  Practitioner  Unit  opens,  it  will 
cater  for  those  now  admitted  on  social  grounds,  as  well  as  some  primi- 
gravidas  and  those  who  elect  to  have  their  confinement  in  Hospital. 

Maternity  Hospital'  Accommodation 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  effect  of  the  opening  of  the  General  Practitioner 
Maternity  Unit  in  1971,  together  with  the  Attachment  Scheme,  might  make 
some  increase  in  the  establishment  of  City  Midwives  necessary. 

Case  Load 

There  were  242  confinements  at  home,  but  87  other  cases  were  admitted 
to  hospital  for  delivery  because  of  some  obstetric  abnormality.  There  were 
also  72  cases  discharged  from  hospital  within  48  hours  of  delivery,  and  638 
were  discharged  between  the  second  and  tenth  day  after  confinement. 

The  numbers  of  Early  Discharges  were  as  follows: — 


1962 

660 

1966 

692 

1963  

717 

1967  

663 

1964......... 

758 

1968  

659 

1965  

693 

1969 

710 

Home  Confinement 

Patients  are  urged  to  consult  their  own  doctors  early  in  pregnancy  and 
then,  with  the  pregnancy  confirmed,  immediately  to  get  m touch  with  the 
Midwife  or  Principal  Nursing  Officer. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-two  confinements  were  attended  by  the 
Municipal  Midwives. 

Ten  confinements  were  conducted  at  St.  Bridget’s  Mother  and  Baby 
Home. 


Statistics 


Full  Statistics  are  kept  by  the  Principal  Nursing  Officer. 

(1968) 

No.  of  Cases  attended  as  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  282 

1969 

242 

No.  of  antenatal  visits 

3655 

3459 

No.  of  daily  nursing  visits 

No.  of ‘Trilene’ cases 

• • V 

6168 

7356 

, , 

218 

196 

Gas  and  Air  or  Oxygen  ... 

— 

1 

‘Pethidine’ 

220 

212 

General  anaesthetics 

• • • 

3 

2 

Doctor  called  in  by  Midwife 

♦ . ♦ 

48 

87 

Births  notified 

* . 

2241 

2458 

22 


Cases  delivered  in  Hospital 

2159 

2144 

City  cases  delivered  in  hospital  ... 

767 

835 

Cases  delivered  at  home  ... 

282 

242 

Medical  aid  cases 

49 

87 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Two  cases  were  notified. 


Antenatal  Care 

The  Midwives  Clinics  continued  at  St.  Martin’s  House  and  Blacon: 

Sessions  Attendances 

St.  Martin’s  House  ...  ...  49  368 

Blacon  Clinic  ...  49  898 

Maternity  Packs  are  issued  to  expectant  mothers  due  to  be  confined  at 
home. 


City  Hospital 

No.  of  City  Patients 
No.  of  Attendances 


Antenatal  Clinic 

1034  (999  in  1968) 
5206  (6059  in  1968) 


Postnatal  Clinic 

286  (326  in  1968) 
327  (352  in  1968) 


4.  HEALTH  VISITING  (Sec.  24) 

Staff 

Since  it  proved  not  possible  to  recruit  Health  Visitor/ School  Nurses  up 
to  our  establishment  of  ten,  it  was  decided  to  appoint  full-time  Clinic 
Nurses  to  fill  the  two  vacancies  allowing  eight  Health  Visitors  more  time 
for  their  specialised  work.  The  HealA  Visitor  is,  of  course,  a State 
Registered  Nurse  with  long  experience  who  has  undergone  special  training 
(one  year)  to  gain  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 

Because  of  the  shortage  of  qualified  Health  Visitors,  it  was  further 
decided  to  second  two  State  Registered  Nurses  for  training,  the  local 
authority  meeting  the  cost.  One  pupil  was  accepted  but  withdrew  her 
application;  but  k was  possible  to  sponsor  one  pupil  with  the  promise  of 
employment  with  the  authority  on  successful  completion  of  her  course. 

Attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to  General  Medical  Practitioners 

The  attachment  scheme  begun  in  November,  1968,  continued  in  spite  of 
recruitment  of  Health  Visitors  being  only  eight  (two  below  establishment) 
and  of  the  necessity  to  employ  assistants  for  clinic  duties. 

This  did  mean  that  all  School  Inspections  had  to  be  done  by  Clinic  and 
Assistant  Nurses,  and  the  Health  Visitors  concentrated  on  Health  Visiting 
and  Child  Health  Clinic  duties. 

Fears  were  expressed  that  the  Health  Visitors  would  be  required  to 
undertake  tasks  which  really  belonged  to  the  (gready  overworked)  General 
Medical  Practidoners,  but,  in  the  event,  it  was  not  difficult  to  avoid  this. 
The  scheme  worked  satisfactorily  in  spite  of  there  being  so  few  Health 
Visitors  in  the  City. 

The  shortage  of  Health  Visitors  is  country-wide  and  reflects  the  need  of 
a much  better  wage  structure  and  a hierarchy  of  posts  in  the  service.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  Health  Visitors  are  Nurses  who  have  had  three 
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years  of  hard  training  in  hospitals  (always  poorly  paid)  followed  by  a year 
of  special  training.  Theirs  appears  to  be  an  outstanding  case  for  equal 
payment  for  the  sexes  as  they  fall  far  behind  other  sections  in  Health 
Departments. 

Further  Training 

The  Health  Visitors  and  some  Nursing  Staff  had  tuition  in  Audiology 
from  Professor  Ewing  of  Manchester  to  enable  them  to  test  young  children. 
Routine  Audiology  Tests  on  babies  of  nine  months  were  carried  out  at  the 
clinics  subsequently. 


The  following  visits  were  paid  by  Health  Visitors: — 

(1968) 

1969 

Primary  Birth  Visits  ... 

1030 

1073 

Subsequent  Visits  to  Infants 

5098 

4506 

Visits  to  Pre-School  Children 

3138 

3158 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  ... 

134 

25 

Other  Visits 

1482 

782 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  (Visits) 

746 

726 

*Phenylketonuria  Tests  

1034 

— 

*Now  superseded  by  Guthrie  Test  on  all  infants  7— 

-10  days  old  and 

carried  out  by  Midwives  and  Hospital  Staff. 


Special  Visits 

The  authority  co-operated  again  in  the  National  Child  Development 
Survey.  Many  visits  were  paid  to  children  bom  on  3rd  to  9th  March,  1958, 
inclusive. 

Health  Education 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  functions  of  the  Health  Visitors’ 
Service.  The  size  of  the  City  and  the  number  of  Health  Visitors  on  the 
role  make  it  very  difficult  to  set  up  a planned  scheme  of  Health  Education 
and  it  had  to  be  left  to  the  staff  of  Health  Visitors  and  Nurses  to  do  the 
best  they  could  in  clinics  and  on  domiciliary  visits.  Our  figures  for 
Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  not  very  good  and  this  may  be  partially 
due  to  our  Health  Education  difficulties.  However,  the  City  made  contri- 
butions to  the  Health  Education  Council  at  a rate  of  31s.  Od.  per  1,000 
population. 

The  appointment  of  a Deputy  Principal  Nursing  Officer  in  April  was 
very  much  welcomed  as  this  officer  has  a duty  to  organise  Health  Educa- 
tion in  schools  and  clinics.  It  was  subsequently  possible  for  the  Deputy 
Principal  Nursing  Officer  to  organise  classes  and  programmes  of  Health 
Education. 

The  authority  also  participates  in  the  Merseyside  Cancer  Education 
Committee’s  activities.  Lectures  are  given  to  various  voluntary  bodies  and 
a stand  was  exhibited  in  the  Chester  Precinct. 

Sex  Education  in  the  schools  was  referred  to  the  Education  Department 
as  an  Educational  rather  than  a Health  function. 
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Travelling 

Four  Health  Visitors  use  their  own  cars,  two  go  by  Public  Transport 
and  one  uses  a Mini  Van  (originally  intended  for  District  Nurses). 

5.  HQM£  NURSING  SERVICE  (Section  25) 

The  staff  consisted  of  eight  full-time  Nurses  and  four  part-time  under 
the  Principal  Nursing  Officer. 

It  was  agreed  that  in  future  the  District  Nurses  be  encouraged  to  use 
their  own  cars  and  that  only  a small  nucleus  of  Mini-Vans  be  kept. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  over  the  year. 
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The  Service,  which  is  free  of  charge  to  the  patients,  is  given  wherever 
the  patient’s  Doctor  advises  it.  A night  rota  is  also  maintained  for 
emergency  calls.  The  majority  of  the  Home  Nurses  have  had  special  District 
Training  under  the  Queen’s  Institute. 

During  the  year  the  Marie  Curie  Foundation  employed  Home  Nurses 
under  the  control  and  guidance  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service.  These 
nurses,  specially  recruited,  were  able  to  give  much  lengthier  periods  of 

attention  to  patients  at  home  than  is  possible  under  the  Home  Nursing 
Service. 

Attachment  to  General  Medical  Practitioners,  of  the  District  Nurses 
was  not  considered  to  be  practicable  at  the  present  time. 

6.  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  (Section  26) 

The  following  immunisations  are  now  available,  and  the  Local  Health 
Authority  is  the  source  for  the  distribution  to  General  Medical  Prac- 
titioners and  Hospitals  in  its  area.  The  vaccines  are  available  to  Doctors 
on  request  at  the  Health  Department: — 

(1)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

(2)  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

(3)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

(4)  Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

(5)  Immunisation  against  Tetanus 

(6)  B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

(7)  Vaccination  against  Measles. 

Doctors  in  the  City  were  informed  of  the  amended  procedure  of 
Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(1)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Arrangements  are  now  in  force  whereby  a mother  bringing  her  baby  to 
the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  can  have  him  (her)  vaccinated  immediately,  as 
the  vaccine  is  always  available. 

It  is  now  considered  better  to  have  babies  vaccinated  for  the  first  time 
after  their  first  birthday.  This  gives  time  for  immunisation  against  other 
diseases  more  native  to  this  coimtry  (and  therefore  more  likely  to  affect 
the  unvaccinated).  After  vaccination  in  the  second  year  of  life,  it  is 
recommended  that  re-vaccination  be  done  during  school  life. 

In  the  field  of  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  the  importance  of  Health 
Education  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed.  It  is  only  by  constantly  putting 
before  parents  the  risks  and  dangers  of  the  unvaccinated  (imimmunised) 
state  that  we  shall  keep  away  from  the  ever  present  danger  of  epidemic. 
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The  figures  of  the  percentage  of  children  vaccinated  against  Smallpox 
and  immunised  do  not  give  us  cause  for  complacency,  and  it  is  obvious  that 
a fuller ’programme  of  Health  Education  is  urgently  necessary. 

Number  Number 

Vaccinated  Re-Vaccinated 


Ages 

1968 

1969 

|1968 

1969 

Under  one  year  

18 

4 

— 

— 

1 — 2 years  

212 

161 

2 

— 

2 — 4 years  

175 

,160 

7 

3 

4 — 15  years  

50 

it 

80 

22 

Over  15  years  

40 

39 

142 

145 

Totals  

495 

385 

231 

170 

(2)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

Parents  are  given  the  option  of  having  this  done  by  their  own  General 
Medical  Practitioner  or  of  attending  the  Clinics.  Children  of  pre-school  age 
are  immunised  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  (q.v.),  and  school  children 
receive  their  injections  and  reinforcing  doses  at  the  end  of  the  School 
Medical  Inspections. 

Records  of  these  and  other  immunisations  are  kept  in  the  Department 
and  are  transferred  on  change  of  address. " 

The  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria 
during  the  past  15  years. 

(3)  Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

This  is  available  on  request  from  the  patient’s  own  Doctor  or  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  and  is  usually — though  not  necessarily — given  in 
conjunction  with  Diphtheria  immimisation.  Three  injections  are  necessary. 

The  following  table  shows  numbers  who  have  completed  a primary 
course  of  Whooping  Cough  vaccine  (singly  or  in  combination),  during  the 
year: — 

c ' Age  at  Date  of  Final  Injection  ; 

Others 

0 — 4 years  5 — 9 years  under  16  years  Total 

- . ‘ 675  ...  10  — 685 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Age  in  Years 
31«  Dec , of 
the  correi- 
ponding  vear. 

1955 

1956 

i 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Total  ioocu- 
lated 
1935-1909 

0 

43 

89 

89 

157 

189 

241 

193 

146 

266 

219 

275 

646 

664 

365 

570 

Aft 

under  1 year 

570 

1 

284 

458 

345 

248 

406 

480 

461 

335 

409 

382 

428 

67 

57 

26 

59 

2 

97 

114 

118 

70 

106 

104 

94 

64 

23 

57 

66 

21 

68 

13 

23 

Afe  1—4  yean 

2317 

3 

29 

58 

66 

62 

56 

66 

60 

32 

27 

46 

44 

19 

9 

12 

17 

4 

28 

51 

20 

58 

45 

40 

41 

35 

20 

19 

35 

21 

19 

23 

25 

5 

30 

104 

59 

129 

109 

1 27 

85 

159 

76 

18 

49 

54 

29 

83 

42 

6 

17 

221 

100 

48 

101 

77 

123 

81 

41 

72 

101 

23 

32 

23 

61 

7 

11 

92 

39 

4 

30 

29 

42 

39 

15 

21 

7 

4 

11 

9 

8 

Age  5—9  yra 

4001 

8 

3 

22 

9 

6 

8 

7 

16 

7 

6 

3 

6 

3 

2 

... 

3 

9 

1 

7 

7 

8 

3 

6 

11 

1 

2 

... 

3 

2 

... 

1 

10 

3 

12 

4 

5 

3 

2 

10 

1 

2 

... 

2 1 

2 1 ... 

2 

... 

1 

11 

9 

19 

15 

9 

21 

22 

23 

48 

44 

46 

15 

8 

5 

5 

... 

12 

6 

19 

12 

3 

25 

11 

39 

18 

21 

6 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Aft  10—14  Tr* 

4376 

13 

... 

... 

3 

... 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

14 

... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

15 

and  over 

5 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

1 

... 

1 

2 

... 

1 

2 

... 

Afe  15  yean 
and  OTtr 

2707 

Primary 

566 

1270 

887 

808 

1106 

1123 

U75 

989 

951 

906 

1041 

871 

904 

563 

811 

Tutal 

Primary 

13971 

Re-Inforcing 

1044 

1563 

1090 

1030 

1084 

1111 

1365 

1216 

1 

1219  ' 

] 

1108 

1701 

1300 

1521 

831 

994 

Total 

Re-inforcinf 

18177 

Total  each 
Year 

1610 

2833 

1977 

1838 

2190 

2234 

2540 

2205 

2170  j 

2014 

2742 

2171 

2425 

1394 

1 

1 

1805 

GRAND 

TOTAL 

32148 
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(4)  B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

Since  1961,  B.C.G.  Vaccination  has  been  available  to  all  pupils  of  13 
years  and  upwards,  and  also,  where  necessary,  to  those  over  ten  years  old. 

All  Mantoux  Positive  cases  were  offered  follow-up  facilities.  By 
co-operation  with  the  Chest  Physicians,  these  cases  were  examined  and 
X-Rayed  at  the  Chester  Clinic  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  enhanced 
reaction.  These  cases  were  kept  under  observation,  when  necessary,  at  the 
Chest  Clinic. 

The  use  of  freeze-dried  vaccine  made  the  supply  of  B.C.G.  Vaccine 
much  easier  (as  it  became  unnecessary  to  order  the  vaccine  several  weeks 


in  advance). 

No.  of  Children,  Young  Persons  and  Students  tested  ...  ...  649 

No.  erf  these  Mantoux  Positive  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  these  Mantoux  Negative  and  given  B.C.G.  Vaccination  . . . 630 

No.  absent  for  reading  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


(5)  Anti-Tetanus  Immunisation 

The  combination  of  a vaccine  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and 
Tetanus  (lock  jaw)  has  proved  beneficial  and,  in  spite  of  the  relatively  few 
cases  of  Tetanus  the  use  of  this  ‘triple  Antigen’  has  a vogue. 

Certainly  in  no  disease  more  than  in  Tetanus  is  prevention  better  than 
cure — especially  as  the  cure  of  established  Tetanus  is  extremely  chancy. 

The  Triple  Antigen  is  available  to  Doctors  in  the  City  on  request  or  may 
be  given  at  the  Child  Care  Centres.  The  purpose  of  the  combination  is 
to  avoid  injections  over  and  above  those  akeady  necessary  for  protection 
against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Arrangements  were  in  force  with  the  Casualty  Department  of  the 
Royal  I^rmary  whereby  all  city  patients  receiving  Anti-Tetanic  Serum 
were  notified  to  the  Health  Department,  and  were  told  of  the  necessity  to 
be  immimised  against  Tetanus.  A Clinic  was  started  and  the  patients 
invited  to  attend  for  active  Immunisation  (as  contrasted  to  the  passive 
immunity  received  on  the  injection  of  A.T.S.  at  Hospital).  The  reason  for 
this  necessity  is  the  danger  of  Anaphylaxis  occurring  on  second  injections 
once  A.T.S.  has  been  given.  By  being  actively  immunised,  the  necessity 
for  A.T.S.  does  not  arise,  and  therrfore  there  is  no  risk  of  incurring 
Anaphylaxis.  The  active  immunity  against  Tetanus  must,  of  course,  be 
kept  up  to  strength  by  yearly  booster  injections. 

One  patient  was  referred  during  the  year. 


(6)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

The  formnate  absence  of  outbreaks  of  Poliomyelitis  is  reflected  in  the 
steady  decline  in  the  numbers  applying  for  vaccination.  This  is  still  avail- 
able to  infants,  children,  expectant  mothers  and  adults  up  to  40  years  of 
age,  but  it  is  regrettable  that  public  reaction  is  apparently  stimulated  only 
when  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  are  reported. 

In  practice,  the  oral  vaccine  has  virtually  replaced  the  Salk  (injected) 
vaccine,  which  is  now  very  rarely  requested. 
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The  table  shows  numbers  of  doses  administered  during  the  year  and 
totals; — 


Third  dose  

Second  dose  

First  dose  

Fourth  dose.  Children, 
five  to  12  years  

Fourth  dose,  other  ... 


(1967) 

(1968) 

1969 

853 

597 

708 

880 

622 

720 

902 

642 

744 

159 

691 

410 

96 

162 

821 

2890 

2714 

3403 

TOTALS 

(1967) 

(1968) 

1969 

2448 

25084 

25792 

11254 

11876 

12596 

11583 

12225 

12969 

8173 

8864 

9274 

4844 

5006 

5827 

38302 

63055 

66458 

The  Ministry  now  requires  the  keeping  of  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
records  only  in  respect  of  children  under  the  age  of  16,  who  have  com- 
pleted a Primary  Course  or  received  a Reinforcing  dose  of  vaccine. 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  have  occurred  in  the  City  since  1965  (one 
only)  and  no  deaths  since  one  in  1962. 

(7)  Vaccination  against  Measles 

In  May  1968,  Vaccination  against  Measles  was  introduced,  but  did  not 
prove  very  popular,  although  it  consisted  of  a single  injection. 

0—4  years  5 — 9 years  10 — 16  years  Total 

430  54  5 489 

One  source  of  Measles  Vaccine  (Beckenfield  31)  has  been  withdrawn 
because  of  reactions  to  it  and  there  is  a scarcity  of  the  Schwartz  strain 
(made  by  another  firm). 

Yellow  Fever 

Immunisation  facilities  are  available  in  Liverpool  and  Manchester  at 
the  respective  Health  Departments. 

7.  THE  AMBULANCE  SERVICE  (Section  27) 

The  Qty  Ambulance  Service  covers  an  area  of  four  miles  into  Flintshire 
from  Chester,  and  also,  by  agreement,  a radius  of  15  miles  into  Cheshire 
County.  The  County  Services  have  been  developed  so  that  City  vehicles 
arc  rarely  called  upon  to  cover  the  whole  area  specified — the  majority  of 
this  work  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  City.  Mutual  aid  continues  at  a satis- 
factory level. 

Staff 

Last  year,  the  number  of  Driver /Attendants  was  increased  from  18  to 
20  to  see  how  this  would  affect  the  number  of  times  the  Depot  had  to  close 
down  at  night,  with  the  telephones  put  over  to  the  Police.  It  soon  became 
apparent  that  this  increase  was  not  sufficient  to  obviate  all  closures,  and  so, 
by  September,  1969,  a further  two  Driver /Attendants  were  appointed, 
bringing  the  staff  up  to  22  plus  Ambulance  Officer,  Deputy  and  Clerk/ 
Telephonist. 
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Four  of  the  Drivers  were  appointed  Seniors  to  take  charge  of  the  Service 
after  office  hours  and  they  worked  a separate  rota.  There  have  been  no 
closures  since  then.  If  a major  disaster  unfortunately  occurred,  it  might  be 
necessary  temporarily  to  close  the  Depot  for  a short  time — but  this  would 
be  a rare  contingency.  One  of  the  staff  received  the  Industrial  Bravery 
Award  for  the  rescue  of  children  in  a burning  house,  with  the  help  of 
another  Driver  on  the  staff. 


Training 

So  far  it  has  not  been  possible  to  send  Drivers  away  on  Training 
Courses,  but  provision  is  to  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  Each  Driver,  in 
the  meanwhile,  must  have  yearly  First  Aid  Training  and  gain  the  Certifi- 
cate of  one  of  the  recognised  Societies  (e.g.  British  Red  Cross  Society,  St. 
John  Ambulance  Brigade)  every  three  years. 


Vehicles 

The  fleet  of  eight  vehicles  (five  ambulances  and  three  sitting  cars)  are 
all  equipped  with  Radio  Telephones  and  Resuscitators.  Petrol  is  drawn 
from  the  Surveyor’s  Depot,  emergency  supplies  (for  nights  and  week-ends) 
being  arranged  locally. 

It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  when  a new  Ambulance  Depot  is  built — and 
steps  are  being  taken  to  find  the  best  site — there  will  be  fuel  supplies  as 
well  as  servicing  and  washing  bays  in  the  Depot. 


Mileage  and  Number  of  Patients 


Year 

Total  No.  of 
Patients  Carried 

Total  Mileage 

Miles  run  for 
Other  Ambulance 
Authorities 

1963 

25,459 

105,232 

4,939 

1964 

27,857 

107,934 

4,484 

1965 

28,194 

110,452 

4,501 

1966 

25,026 

107,936 

2,228 

1967 

24,711 

108,325 

5,348 

1968 

27,220 

32,100 

125,050 

6,795 

1969 

130,602 

7,700 

Emergency  Conveyance  of  Patients  by  Air 

No  cases  occurred  in  1969. 

Conveyance  of  Patients  by  Rail 

As  more  railway  coaches  become  Pullman  type,  there  is  a greater  and 
greater  difficulty  in  getting  compartments  reserved  for  stretcher  cases  and 
it  was  thought  that  British  Rail  should  be  pressed  to  provide  suitable 
compartment  coaches  at  strategic  points  in  the  country,  otherwise  only 
First  Class  Compartments  were  av^able.  The  Department  of  Health  has 
taken  this  matter  up  with  British  Rail. 

Thirty-five  patients  were  conveyed  by  rail,  15  being  provided  with 
Travel  Vouchers  over  2,953  miles. 
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Radio  Telephones 

Some  difficulties  were  experienced  with  equipment.  Our  present  50  Kcs 
Transmitter  must  be  replaced  by  12i  Kcs  apparatus  by  1973,  If  break- 
downs occur,  it  might  be  more  economical  to  carry  out  replacement  by 
12i  Kcs  apparatus  at  an  earlier  date  (to  meet  Post  Office  requirements) 
to  avoid  two  changes. 


Emergency  Services 

As  well  as  routine  admissions,  discharges  and  Hospital  outpatients, 
Day-Hospital  Psychiatric  Cases,  week-end  leave  and  welfare  classes,  inter- 
hospital  transfers,  the  City  Ambulance  Service  caters  for  an  Emergency 
Surgical  Team,  an  Emergency  Midwifery  Team  for  domiciliary  confino- 
ments  over  a large  area,  and,  of  course,  accidents  on  the  road. 

Number  of 


Year 

Total  Number  of 

Patients  conveyed 

Patients 
conveyed  with 
Police  Escoit 

1964 

32 

7 

1965 

40 

11 

1966 

64 

13 

1967 

105 

14 

1968 

109 

23 

1969 

90 

17 

Poisoning  Cases 

In  1968  there  were  22  cases  of  overdosage  dealt  with. 
In  1969  there  were  75  cases  of  overdosage  dealt  with. 


Future  Plans 

Having  overcome  the  difficulty  of  Station  closures,  this  service  is  now 
on  a strong  footing.  Provision  of  a larger,  more  modem  Ambulance  Depot 
is  the  next  necessary  step  and  efforts  were  made  to  find  a suitable  site. 
One  ‘school  of  thought’  felt  that  the  vicinity  of  the  new  West  Cheshire 
Hospital  was  best,  while  others  felt  that  ease  of  access  to  all  parts  of  the 
City  (by  siting  near  the  Inner  Ring  Road)  was  most  important.  This 
question  is  undoubtedly  complicated  by  uncertainty  about  the  future  of 
the  National  Health  Services. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE— Year  ended  Slst  March,  1970 
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-34  miles  T.C.  done  in  conjnnction  with  other  ioumcyt. 
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8.  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(Section  28) 

(i)  Tuberculosis 

Close  liaison  between  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  Health  Department  is 
maintained.  One  Health  Visitor  is  appointed  to  attend  at  the  Clinic  and  to 


visit  tuberculosis  patients  in  their  homes. 

Contact  Scheme  (City  residents  attending  Chest  Clinic): 

No.  Skin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  .. , ...  ...  ...  62 

No.  found  Positive  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  found  Negative  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

No.  Vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  i..  ...  ...  52 

No.  of  New  Contacts  examined 16 

No.  of  these  found  to  have  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Infants  Vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  821 


Free  IVlilk.  The  scales  of  application  of  the  Free  Milk  Scheme  were 
amended  to  conform  to  National  Assistance  Standards.  Each  individual 
case  is  visited  by  the  Tuberculosis  Visitor  and  referred  to  the  Health  Ser- 
vice Sub-Committee. 

I 

In  some  cases  the  supply  of  free  milk  was  augmented  by  the  issue  of 
free  eggs.” 

Tuberculosis  Colony 

One  Tuberculosis  patient  is  maintained  at  the  Sherwood  Village 
Settlement,  Nottingham. 


Protection  of  Children  against  Tuberculosis 

The  B.C.G.  Scheme  for  vaccination  of  school  children  and  students 
which  was  started  in  1955  was  continued,  vaccination  being  done  in  the 
schools  during  the  Autumn  Term  (for  statistics  see  Vaccination  and 
Immunisation). 

The  contact  scheme  was  maintained  by  the  staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic  at 
the  City  Hospital  throughout  the  year  (figures  above). 

The  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  on  this  subject  recommended  the  X-Ray 
every  three  years  of  all  those  whose  work  brought  them  into  close  contact 
with  groups  of  children.  Thus  School  Staff,  Children’s  Homes,  Nursery 
Groups,  Private  Schools  and  many  other  Corporation  staff  are  affected. 
Use  is  made  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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(ii)  Blind  Persons 

The  Chester  Blind  Welfare  Society  give  the  following  data: — 


Numbers  on  Register  at  end  of  year: — 


M. 

F. 

TOTAL 

Blind  

37 

78 

115 

Partially  Sighted 

27 

29 

56 

64 

107 

171 

Four  Blind  persons  were  under  the  age  of  16,  one  at  home  and  three 
being  educated  in  Special  Schools.  Nineteen  were  in  the  employable  age 
groups  16 — 59,  two  of  these  were  in  the  Workshop  for  the  Blind;  four 
employed  under  ordinary  conditions;  one  was  awaiting  employment  and 
12  were  not  available  for  or  capable  of  work. 

On  the  register  of  Partially  Sighted,  five  were  children:  one  was  in  a 
Special  School,  three  at  local  schools  and  a fifth  unsuitable  for  education; 
six  were  employed  and  the  remainder  over  pension  age. 

B. — Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


(i)  Total  ntunber  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  2 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which  : — 

a.  Vision  lost 

b.  Vision  impaired  Nil. 

c.  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year 


(iii)  Epileptics  and  Spastics 

Epileptic  and  Spastic  children  of  school  age  are  dealt  with  under  the 
Education  Acts. 

The  Welfare  Committee  provides  for  the  maintenance  of  three  adult 
epileptics  in  colonies  and  one  in  a special  home.  Twelve  adult  spastics  are 
on  the  register,  two  erf  whom  attend  a handicrafts  class  and  are  transported 
by  Ambulance  and  ten  attend  the  Spastics  Centre  at  Blacon. 

(iv)  Illness  Generally — Prevention  and  Care 

Nursing  Homes 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  registered  in  Chester. 

Laundry  Service 

The  provision  of  Incontinence  Pads  has  now  almost  entirely  dispensed 
with  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of  the  usual  Laundry  facilities.  When 
necessary  the  pads  are  supplied,  free  of  charge,  to  patients  nursed  at  home. 

Chiropody  Service 

This  service  was  instituted  in  1961  in  order  to  provide  for  persons  who 
were  housebound  and  therefore  unable  to  receive  treatment  through  the 
Welfare  Department.  Despite  increased  costs  in  January,  1967,  and 
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January  this  year,  the  patient’s  contribution  was  maintained  at  2/6d.  per 


treatment. 

No  of  Cases  treated  191 

No.  of  Treatments  998 


Nursing  Equipment  on  Loan  or  Hire 

Nursing  equipment  for  the  use  of  patients  being  nursed  at  home  is 
available  from  the  Local  Health  Authority  as  well  as  from  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society  and  (for  elderly  patients)  from  the  Welfare  Department. 

The  policy  has  been  gradually  to  expand  the  amount  of  equipment 
available  from  the  Health  Department  in  accordance  with  the  demand. 
Certain  items,  like  Ripple  Beds,  are  relatively  new  and  liable  to  damage. 

The  desposit  payable  by  patients  on  obtaining  equipment  was  to  be 
returnable  on  returning  the  equipment,  and  this  scheme  ^as  to  be  put  into 
effect  for  a trial  period  of  one  year. 

The  number  of  articles  on  loan  during  the  year  was  281. 

Bad  debts  of  £48  had  to  be  written  off  in  April. 

Cancer  Education 

The  City  Authority  subscribed  to  the  Merseyside  Cancer  Education 
Committee,  and  lectures  were  given  in  Chester  during  the  year. 


(v)  Cervical  Cytology 


No.  Examined  Positive  Negative 

1966  243  — 243 

1967  182  1 - 181 

1968  121  — 121 

1969  192  1 191 


Specimens  are  obtained  and  examined  at  the  R.H.B.  Laboratory  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary.  Patients  and  their  Doctors  are  notified  of  results  by  this 
Department. 

The  clinic  which  commenced  in  May  1966,  was  held  at  Blacon  Clinic 
or  at  St.  Martin’s  House,  when  sufficient  requests  were  received.  Attend- 
ance was  by  appointment.  The  falling  off  of  requests  has  been  disappointing 
but  a recent  survey  has  shown  that  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Cervix  have 
not  been  materially  lessened  by  Cervical  Cytology,  but  are  keeeping  pace 
with  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  body  erf  the  womb. 

Convalescence 

The  Local  Authority  in  certain  instances  provides  for  convalescence  of 
persons  not  otherwise  eligible  under  the  National  Health  Act. 


9.  HOME  HELPS  (Section  29) 

There  were  no  additional  Home  Helps  appointed  in  1969.  Therefore, 
the  establishment  remains  the  same,  i.e.  36  Full-time,  12  Part-time,  plus 
three  Temporary  Part-time  Relief  Home  Helps. 

In  order  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  service,  it  is  felt  that  extra  staff 
will  be  required  for  Winter,  1970.  It  was  noted  that  staff  absences  through 
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illness  in  Winter,  1969,  left  many  households  without  help.  To  cope  with 
the  demand  for  help  for  new  cases  during  peak  periods,  plus  the  demand 
for  extra  hours  to  be  allocated  to  the  chronic  sick  and  the  aged,  a great 
number  of  households  were  forced  to  accept  even  less  help  than  normal,  or 
none  at  all. 

There  is  certainly  room  for  improvement  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
hours  help  given  to  certain  households,  i.e.  elderly,  bed-ridden  patients, 
the  chronic  sick  (young  and  old)  and  those  taken  suddenly  ill.  The  number 
of  aged  persons  in  need  of  Home  Help  Service  continues  to  rise  generally 
and  with  an  ageing  population  we  must  expect  this  group  to  make  the 
greatest  claims  on  our  resources. 

The  following  table  details  the  work  for  the  year: — 

No.  of  Cases  Hours  Worked 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1967 

1968 

1969 

(a)  Maternity  

19 

27 

25 

1137 

726 

604 

(b)  Tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Aged,  Infirm  & Chronic  Sick 

369 

370 

490 

59589 

62838 

62646 

(d)  Mental  Illness  and 

Mental  Deficiency 

8 

7 

5 

851 

1157 

1408 

(e)  Other  

32 

34 

36 

1139 

1795 

2172 

425 

438 

556 

62716 

66516 

66830 

463  out  of  556  cases  were  over  65  years  of  age  (i.e.  83%)  and  they 
received  58,479  hours  out  of  a total  of  66,830  (i.e.  87%). 


10.  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Staff 

One  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer. 

One  Deputy  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer. 

Two  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 

Duties 

The  Mental  Welfare  Department  is  responsible  for  the  care  of  the 
Mentally  Disordered  in  the  community,  i.e.  Supervision  of  Mentally  lill 
and  Mentally  Subnormal  Adults  and  Children,  arranging  outpatient 
appointments  and  consultations,  admissions  to  and  discharges  from 
Hospital,  providing  After-Care,  in  conjunction  with  Consultants,  General 
Practitioners  and  voluntary  and  statutory  bodies  in  the  community:  also 
for  the  efficient  running  (including  transport)  of  the  Dee  Banks  Junior 
Training  Centre  and  Dee  Banks  Adult  Occupation  Centre. 

A 24-hour  service  is  maintained  and  week-end  duties  are  necessary:  for 
this,  a rota  is  drawn  up,  so  that  a Mental  Welfare  Officer  is  available  at  all 
times. 
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Case  Load  and  Trend 

The  number  of  Informal  Admissions  to  Hospital  dropped  from  133  in 
1968,  to  106  in  1969,  in  accordance  with  accepted  policy:  this  has  meant 
a noticeable  increase  in  Pre-Care  and  After-Care  visits,  which  have  gcme 
up  from  3,081  in  1968,  to  3,963  in  1969  (see  table)  for  the  Mentally  111, 
and  from  403  to  613  for  Subnormals. 

Hospitals 

Psychiatric  outpatients’  clinics  are  now  held  each  week-day  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  West  Cheshire  Hospital  and  Moston  Hospital. 

There  are  Day  Hospitals  at  the  West  Cheshire  and  Moston  Hospitals 
which  are  especially  vauable  for  elderly  patients,  enabling  them  to  live  at 
home  and  receive  hospital  treatment  at  the  same  time. 

There  is  also  an  adolescent  imit  at  Moston  Hospital. 

Residential  Accommodation  for  Mentality  HI 

The  Richmond  Fellowship  runs  a hostel  at  Tower  House,  Kilmorey 
Park,  Chester,  for  20  cases  for  rehabilitation.  Admission  for  Chester  cases 
is  on  recommendation  of  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist  and  is  normally  for 
six  months,  the  local  authority  contributing  die  major  part  of  the  expenses 
incurred.  Two  cases  were  thus  helped  in  1969. 

Use  was  also  made  of  the  Hostel  at  Spelthome,  St-  Mary  Thorpe,  Egham 
(Richmond  Fellowship),  especially  for  drug  addicts.  One  case  was  sent 
there. 

Extension  of  the  period  in  Richmond  Fellowship  Hostels  is  given  in 
suitable  cases  on  recommendation  of  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist. 

The  Health  Committee  also  had  under  consideration  the  provision  of  a 
Council  Mental  Welfare  Home  and  provision  is  made  in  the  estimates  for 
1970/71  to  furnish,  rent  and  staff  suitable  houses  for  Chester  cases. 

Residential  Accommodation  for  Subnormals  (Mentally  Retarded) 

Hospital  care  is  provided  by  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board  for 
cases  which  require  constant  nursing  care  or  attention,  or  where  home 
circumstances  make  it  necessary. 

All  applications  for  permanent  care  have  been  met  and  there  is  now  no 
waiting  list  in  Chester.  The  Local  Health  Authority  Services  have  un- 
doubtedly brought  about  this  most  satisfactory  position,  as  well  as  the 
increased  hospital  accommodation  in  the  region. 

Short  Term  Care  in  Hospital 

There  are  no  real  dfficulties  here:  but  applications  must  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible  in  the  year  to  avoid  disappointment.  More  and  more 
parents  avail  themselves  of  this  service  to  give  them  some  relief  from  their 
responsibilities  and  also  to  provide  a new  and  stimulating  environment  for 
the  subnormal  patient. 

Guardianship 

No  cases  in  Chester  were  under  Guardianship. 
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Day  Care  for  Severely  Subnormals 

At  Dee  Banks  the  City  has  two  Centres,  one  for  Adults  and  one  for 
Juniors.  They  are  quite  separate  and  accommodate  patients  from  the  City 
and  from  Flintshire.  It  is  anticipated  that  most  Flintshire  cases  will  be 
withdrawn  in  1971  and  this  may  make  room  for  other  local  authority  cases. 

The  Junior  Training  Centre,  open  on  the  same  days  as  the  schools, 
holds  60  pupils  under  16  years  old. 

Staff — Head  Teacher,  Deputy,  six  Teachers  (four  qualified,  one 
unqualified  and  one  being  trained  on  N.A.M.H.  Course),  two  Nursery 
Assistants,  one  Caretaker-Handyman  Trainer,  Cleaners  and  Kitchen  Staff. 
School  dinners  are  supplied.  Medical  and  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 
are  provided  by  local  authority  staff,  and  hygiene  inspections  by  Nursing 
Staff  each  term. 

Outdoor  activities  were  greatly  helped  by  the  donation  of  a ‘Sunshine 
Coach’  by  the  Variety  Club  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Parent  Teachers’ 
Association.  The  Parent  Teachers’  Association  gave  generously  gifts  and 
amenities  to  the  pupils,  as  did  the  following  organisations: — 

British  Railway  Club,  Chester  Branch. 

British  Legion  Qub,  Chester  Branch. 

Shotton  Yotmg  Catholic  Mothers. 

Mancot  Young  Wives. 

The  Red  Lion  Football  Club,  Huntington. 

The  Junior  Centre  is  used  regularly  for  the  training  of  students  on 
teaching  practice  from  various  Colleges. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  Junior  Centre  will  become  the  responsibility 
of  the  Local  Education  Authority  some  time  in  1971. 

The  Adult  Occupation  Centre.  Of  40  Trainees,  29  are  from  the  City 
and  11  from  Flints.  The  staff  is: — 

Manager. 

Male  Instructor. 

Two  Lady  Instructors  (unqualified). 

P/T  Caretaker/Handyman/Trainer. 

Cleaner. 

Attendance  money  is  paid  to  Trainees  and  the  Centre  is  to  be  opened  in 
future  at  dates  more  approaching  an  Industrial  Unit  (i.e.  less  holidays  than 
the  Junior  Centre). 

The  Adult  Parent  Staff  Association  were  instrumental  in  providing  a 
Greenhouse,  and  more  gardening  is  now  done. 

Outdoor  activities  in  both  Centres  were  organised,  especially  on 
Saturdays  when  members  of  the  International  Voluntary  Service  took 
groups  of  trainees  out.  Gifts  were  also  acknowledged  again  from  ±e 
N.S.M.H.C.  There  is  a Gateway  Youth  Club  which  meets  weekly. 
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Statistics  of  Mental  Health  Department 
(a)  The  following  table  gives  the  work  performed  by  the  Mental  Health 


Service  during  the  year: — 

Informal  Admissions 

Emergency  Admissions  (Sec.  29, 

M.H.A) 

Observation 

Admission  (Sec.  25) 
Treatment  Admissions  (Sec.  26) 

Admissions  through  Courts  and 
Police  (Sec.  60, 65, 136) 

Reclassification  in  Hospital — 

(Sec.  25)  ,... 

(Sec.  26)  

No  Action  Cases  

Total  Number  of  Cases  

Pre-Care  and  After-Care  Cases 
Pre-Care  and  After-Care  Visits 


Mentally 

Mentally  111  Handicapped 


M. 

45 

F. 

61 

Total 

106 

M. 

2 

F. 

Total 

2 

3 

11 

14 

— 

— 

— 

12 

15 

27 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 



3 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

11 

3 

14 

— 

— 

— 

71 

96 

167 

2 

— 

2 

113 

217 

330 

72 

79 

151 

1359 

2604 

3963 

288  325  613 

NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  UNDER  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  CARE  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1969 

Mentally  111  Psychopathic  Subnormal  Severely  Subnormal  Total  Subnormal  & Grand 
Under  16  and  Under  16  and  Under  16  and  Under  16  and  Severely  Subnormal  Total 
16  over  16  over  16  over  16  over  Under  16  and  Cols. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

No  cases  were  compulsorily  removed  during  the  year. 

FAMILY  CASEWORKER 
ANNUAL  REPORT,  1969 

During  1969  at  least  16  cases  were  on  the  regular  visiting  list,  nine 
visited  when  occasion  demanded  and  12  given  certain  help.  Most  families 
had  a multiplicity  of  problems  including  matrimonial  conflict,  debt,  mental 
instability,  poor  intelligence  and  inability  to  cope  with  the  demands  made 
by  our  complex  society.  The  Family  Planning  Association  gives  invaluable 
service  here  but  too  few  of  the  ‘social  problem’  group  are  willing  to  accept 
advice.  Unfortunately  many  of  the  husbands  are  psychopaths,  compulsive 
gamblers,  heavy  drinkers,  imsuccessful  criminals,  etc.,  so  the  poor  wife  is 
grossly  h^dicapped;  this  is  true  in  reverse  of  course  where  the  wife  is  of  a 
lower  standard  than  the  husband.  The  children  have  little  chance  to  de- 
velop into  stable  citizens:  truancy  and  delinquency  are  common  problems. 

The  survival  powers  of  these  families  are  tremendous  and  many  have 
mastered  the  art  of  milking  every  teat  of  the  Welfare  State.  Chester  needs 
a hostel  for  young  workers  from  notorious  homes,  and  specialised  housing 
(on  the  hnes  of  Cardiff  or  Glasgow)  with  trained  inspectors  to  rehabilitate 
certain  families.  Without  the  facilities,  community  care  becomes  meaning- 
less. 

1 tender  my  thanks  to  colleagues,  both  voluntary  and  professional,  and 
to  members  of  the  Housewives’  Register  and  others  who  have  so 
generously  supplied  clothing,  furniture  and  toys. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

Medical  Examinations  for  other  Departments  of  the  Corporation  are 
made  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing,  no  charge  is  made  on  these  Departments: — 

(1)  Residential  Nurseries 

The  Medical  Officers  carried  out  routine  examinations  of  the  children 
on  admission  to  the  Children’s  Nurseries,  on  discharge  and  other  special 
occasions. 


(2)  Superannuation  Examinations 

Staff  of  all  Corporation  Departments  were  examined  by  the  Medical 
Officers  for  the  purpose  of  determining  their  fitness  for  (aj  Employment, 
(b)  Entry  into  the  various  Sickness  Pay  Schemes,  (c)  Entry  into  the  Cor- 
poration Superannuation  Scheme. 

In  the  case  of  Staff  associated  with  school  children,  the  examinations 
have  included  X-Ray  of  chest  (usually  done  at  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit) 
and  for  teachers  in  the  Education  Department,  full  reports  on  Forms  4 
R.T.C.  and  28  R.Q.  were  made. 

The  number  of  examinations  in  the  year  was  325  plus  212  declarations 
and  for  comparison  with  previous  years: — 

1961:  331  1962:  456  1963:  395  1964:  438  1965:  523  1966:  560  1967:  547 
1968:  472  plus  170  Health  declarations. 
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(3)  Examination  of  Transport  Staff 

It  was  decided  that  medical  examinations  for  Public  Service  Vehicle 
Licences  should  be  carried  out  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
at  the  same  time  as  they  do  the  superannuation  examinations,  and  that 
they  should  give  the  medical  certificate  without  charge  to  the  candidate  or 
to  the  Transport  Department. 

CREMATION  REFEREES 

On  the  opening  of  the  City  Crematorium  at  Blacon,  in  November,  1965, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  tmdertook  the  duties  of  Crema- 
tion Referee  and  Deputy. 

1967  1968  1969 

Certificates  completed  ...  ...  ...  911  1136  1212 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  present  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  in  the  district  are  adequate 
at  the  present  time.  The  small  works  at  the  bottom  of  Bumpers  Lane 
which  does  not  produce  a satisfactory  effluent  will  be  rendered  redundant 
when  the  present  Saltney  Stage  HI  contract  is  completed  next  year.  This 
contract  includes  for  an  outfall  pumping  station  at  Saltney  which  will  pump 
all  the  sewage  from  this  part  of  the  City  together  with  that  from  Hawarden 
Rural  District  direct  to  the  Sealand  Road  Works,  where  it  will  receive  full 
treatment. 

In  the  forseeable  future  extensions  of  the  Sealand  Road  Works  will  be 
required  to  cater  for  the  increased  flow  following  further  development  in 
and  around  the  City. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  supply  which  is  drawn  from  the  River  Dee,  is  provided  by  the 
Chester  Waterworks  Company,  and  is  examined  every  two  weeks  for 
bacterial  content,  and  every  month  chemically. 

Bacteriolog;ical  Sampling  shows  the  usual  contamination  of  the  river, 
but  the  samples  taken  at  the  filters  and  in  the  town  have  always  been  free 
of  significant  contamination. 

Plumbo  solvency  has  remained  at  a low  level  with  the  pH  averaging  7-0. 
The  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  ntimber  of  population  supplied 
from  public  mains  was.  Supplied  direct  By 

to  Houses  Standpipe 

Houses  supplied  21,386  1 

Persons  supplied  60,880  2 

Fluoridation 

In  October,  1969,  after  further  consideration  it  was  decided  not  to 
approve  Fluoridation  of  the  water  supply.  Further  consideration  was  given 
at  the  end  of  the  year  to  alternative  methods  of  fluoridation,  but  it  was 
decided  to  await  a further  report  on  the  subject. 

.Swimming  Baths 

Ten  samples  were  taken,  and  of  these  three  were  reported  to  the  Baths 
Superintendent  as  unsatisfactory. 

In  addition  four  samples  were  taken  from  the  Queen  School  Junior  pool. 
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Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report 

1969 

STAFF 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Four  Specialist  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

One — Housing 
Two — Food  Hygiene 
One — Offices,  Shops,  Factories,  etc. 

Two  Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 
One  Authorised  Meat  Inspector 
Three  Public  Health  Operatives 

INSPECTION  OF  AREA 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

Complaints  received  ...  572 

Visits  in  respect  of  Complaints  2938 

VISITS  TO  PREMISES  Number 

of  Visits 

Houses — under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  1392 

Houses  in  and  adjoining  Clearance  Areas  545 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ..,  101 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 479 

Clean  Air  78 

Noise  Abatement  ...  ...  ..,  ...  ...  ...  96 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  5 

Pet  Animal  Shops  7 

Brooks  and  Streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Open  Ground  and  Common  Passages  ...  ...  • • • • • • 87 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Swimming  Baths  ...  7 

Carvans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Drainage  Work-Investigation  and  Supervision  1250 

Rodent  Control  . . , ...  ...  ...  3323 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 
Inspections  of: — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Butchers’  Premises  and  Meat  Depots  ...  ...  ...  36 

Bread  and  Cake  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  31 

Dairies,  Milk  Dealers’  Premises,  etc 79 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  22 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ..,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Food  Stalls  and  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

General  Provision  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Hotels  (Catering)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..,  211 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Svi^eets  and  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Food  Inspection  Visits 219 

ADMINISTRATION 

Number  of  letters  sent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1891 

Public  Health  Act;  1936 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  38 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . , ...  ...  17 


HOUSING 

Slum  Clearance 

The  following  areas  have  been  represented  and/or  confirmed  during 
1969:— 

(a)  Areas  Represented  but  not  Confirmed  No.  of  Houses 

Abbot’s  Nook  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Crook  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cross  Street ...  29 


37 


(b)  Areas  Represented  in  1967  or  1968  and  Confirmed  in  1969 
Overleigh  Road,  Nos.  1, 3 and  4 ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Bold  Square  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Handbridge  ...  ..,  ...  ...  ...  39 

Law  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Brook  Lane  Cottages,  Nos.  1 and  2 ...  ...  ...  16 

Orchard  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Gorse  Stacks ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


146 
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Individual  Unfit  Ehvellings 

Undertakings  were  accepted  to  close  five  privately  owned  individual 
unfit  dwellings  and  Demolition  Orders  made  in  respect  of  three  dwellings. 

Nine  dwellings  which  have  been  dealt  with  as  Individual  Unfit  houses 
were  vacated  during  the  year. 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Twelve  houses  in  respect  of  which  directions  were  in  operation  under 
Section  19  Housing  Act,  1961,  were  inspected  regularly  throughout  the 
year.  The  directions  are  made  to  limit  the  number  of  persons  occupying 
houses  dependant  upon  the  facilities  provided. 

The  Direction  on  one  house  was  revoked  following  the  installation  of 
additional  facilities. 


CLEAN  AIR 

During  the  year,  five  notifications  and  applications  for  prior  approval 
for  the  iteration  or  installation  of  furnaces  under  Section  3 of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956,  were  received  and  approved  by  the  Council. 

Five  complaints  of  dark  smoke  emissions  from  chimneys  and  eight 
complaints  of  other  smoke  nuisances  were  investigated,  all  of  which  were 
dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

Four  complaints  of  offensive  smells  and  fumes  alleged  to  be  from  the 
Leadworks  were  received  and  were  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  Alkali,  etc.. 
Works. 

During  1969,  83  complaints  were  received,  mainly  from  residents 
in  the  Sdtney,  Curzon  Park  and  Lache  areas  of  offensive  smells  emanating 
from  an  Animal  by-products  Factory  situated  outside  the  City  area  as 
follows: — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

— — — 2 1 — 8 14  32  18  2 6 

Each  complaint  was  investigated  and  notified  to  the  Works  and 
Hawarden  Rural  District  Council,  in  whose  area  the  factory  is  situated. 
All  methods  by  which  ±e  local  authorities  concerned  may  deal  with  this 
nuisance  are  at  present  being  pursued. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

Detailed  inspections  of  food  premises  continued  during  the  year. 

On  initial  inspection,  the  premises  were  classified  following  consideration 
of  (a)  suitability  of  premises,  (b)  type  and  condition  of  equipment,  (c) 
methods  employed  and  (d)  general  standards  of  hygiene. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  food  premises  at  the  end 


of  1969:— 

Excellent  108 

Good  440 

Fair  180 

Poor  2 

Bad  — 


TOTAL...  730 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  food  premises  in  the  Qty,  classified  by  the 
main  type  of  f(^  business  carried  on,  showing  those  wWch  comply  with 
Regulation  16  (provision  of  wash-hand  basins,  hot  and  cold  water,  soap, 
naU  brushes  and  clean  towels)  and  Regulation  19  (provision  of  sinks  and 
hot  and  cold  water,  etc.)  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960: 

No.  to  No. 

No.  which  fitted  to 


No.  of 

fitted  to 
comply  with 

Regulation 

19 

comply  with 
RegidatioB 

Premises 

Regulation  Ifi 

applies 

19 

Bakehouses  

6 

6 

6 

6 

Butchers’  Shops  and 

Meat  Depots  

61 

60 

61 

60 

Cake  Shops  

21 

21 

21 

21 

Canteens  

52 

52 

52 

52 

Fishmongers  

19 

19 

19 

19 

Fried  Fish  Shops  

18 

18 

18 

18 

General  Provision  Shoos  

126 

126 

126 

126 

Greengrocers  

50 

48 

50 

50 

Hotels  and  Guest  Houses  

50 

50 

50 

50 

Licensed  Premises  

165 

165 

165 

165 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

59 

59 

59 

59 

Sweets  and  Ice  Cream  Shops  

82 

82 

80 

80 

Other  Food  Premises  

21 

21 

21 

21 

730 

727 

728 

727 

Sixty-six  inspections  of  stalls  which  include  food  sales  vehicles  were 
also  made  during  the  year  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and 
Delivery  Vehicles)  Relations,  1966, 

Lectures  and  demonstrations  have  been  given  to  staffs  of  food  premises 
and  various  organisations  on  the  principles  of  food  hygiene  and  the  poten- 
tial dangers  due  to  the  neglect  oi  personal  and  kitchen  hygiene. 

Two  courses  each  of  14  lectures  on  food  hygiene  were  also  given  to 
food  handlers  by  one  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  the  College  of 
Further  Education.  The  courses  were  based  on  the  syllabus  <rf  the  Royal 
Society  of  Health  and  after  both  written  and  oral  external  examination  at 
the  termination  of  the  courses,  a qualifying  Diploma  certificate  was  issued 
by  the  Society  to  17  successful  candidates. 
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LICENSED  PREMISES 

Two  hundred  and  eleven  visits  were  made  to  licensed  premises. 

Works  of  improvement  and  modernisation  continued  and  a few  premises 
have  closed.  With  three  exceptions,  which  have  since  been  dealt  with,  the 
general  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  was  good. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

One  hundred  and  seventy-one  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  and  with  the  exception  of  six  samples  on  which  the 
appropriate  action  was  taken  all  were  certified  to  be  genuine. 


THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES 
(GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1959 

Milk  is  sold  from  premises  within  the  City  as  follows: — 

Premises  registered  as  Dairies 4 

Distributors  with  premises  in  the  City  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 


THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS) 
REGULATIONS,  1963  AND  1965 

Four  Dealer’s  (Pre-Packed  Milk)  Licences  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk 
were  issued  to  cover  the  remainder  of  the  five  year  period  ending  31st 
December,  1970. 

Bacteriological  and  Biological 
Examinations 

Fifty-one  samples  covering  all  six  types  of  milk  sold  in  the  City  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 
All  passed  the  appropriate  tests  with  the  exception  of  three  pasteurised  and 
(me  untreated  farm  bottled  milk  which  failed  the  methylene  blue  test  for 
cleanliness  and  keeping  quality.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  each  case. 

Five  samples  of  Untreated  Milk  were  also  submitted  for  biological 
examination  for  tuberculosis  and  brucella  abortus,  and  all  were  certified 
to  be  negative. 


ICE  CREAM 


Bacteriological  Samples 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1959 

During  the  year  ten  samples  of  ice  cream  were  bacteriologically  examined 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  nine  of  which  were  satisfactory  and  in 
the  case  of  one  unsatisfactory  sample  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the 
manufacturer. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 

One  new  and  12  renewal  licences  were  issued  to  Slaughtermen  during 
the  year  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  a slaughterhouse  or  knackers  yard. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

In  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  all  animals 
slaughtered  and  meat  dressed  in  the  City  are  inspected  by  the  Meat 
Inspector  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

Food  condemned  during  the  year  amounted  to: — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Meat  and  Offal  at  the  Public 

Abattoir  

27 

11 

3 

14 

Food  at  other  premises  through- 

out  the  City  

13 

16 

2 

14 

TOTAL 

41 

8 

2 

0 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  animals  affected  with 
disease: — 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN 

WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lamhs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  inspected  ... 

7462 

60 

49 

20133 

9560 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercus  Bovis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

1 

7 

23 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

4169 

52 

2 

5232 

5033 

Percentage  

55.71 

86.67 

6.12 

26.02 

52.89 

Tuberculosis  only  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  and 
the  remainder  refrigerated  ... 

22 

Percentage 

0.29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

This  was  the  second  consecutive  year  during  which  all  animals  passing 
through  the  abattoir  were  free  from  tuberculosis. 


Poultry  Inspectitm 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  City. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

ACT,  1963 

The  total  number  of  registered  premises  in  the  City  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  1,047,  which,  although  there  were  46  new  registrations  during  the 
year,  shows  a decrease  of  ten  on  the  previous  year’s  figure,  this  being  due 
mainly  to  closures  and/ or  demolition  of  premises. 

Initial  inspection  of  all  registered  premises  is  now  virtually  complete 
and,  during  1970,  a greater  emphasis  can  be  laid  on  re-inspection  of 
premises. 

The  increased  awareness  of  employers  and  employees  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  Act  continues  to  be  maintained,  there  being  also  a continued 
readiness  on  the  part  of  employers  to  consult  the  Local  Authority  prior  to 
establishing  a business  which  will  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  and 
less  reluctance  on  the  part  of  employees  to  make  complaint  when  they  feel 
that  conditions  concerning  their  employment  do  not  comply  with  the 
standard  required  by  the  Act. 

As  in  previous  years,  it  was  found  on  inspection  that  most  premises  com- 
plied with  the  main  requirements  of  the  Act,  but  some  fell  short  because 
items  such  as  abstracts  of  the  Act,  first-aid  boxes  or  thermometers,  which 
can  be  relatively  easily  and  cheaply  obtained  were  not  provided.  On 
re-inspection  it  was  found  generally  that  at  premises  where  unsatisfactory 
conditions  had  previously  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  employers, 
measures  had  been  taken  to  rectify  these  matters. 

The  number  of  accidents  reported  showed  a decrease  of  13  on  the 
previous  year’s  total  of  43.  Investitgation  of  these  accidents  again  revealed 
that  causes  were  due  mainly  to  lack  of  care  on  the  part  of  employees,  rather 
than  deficiencies  in  the  premises  or  omissions  on  the  part  of  the  employer. 

Most  accidents  were  caused  by  persons  falling,  followed  by  accidents 
occurring  during  the  handling  of  goods.  Only  on  three  occasions  was  it 
found  necessary  to  require  the  employers  to  carry  out  work  of  a structural 
nature  following  accident  and  in  each  case  the  necessary  work  was  com- 
pleted within  a short  period  of  time. 

Implementation  of  the  Act  continues  to  show  improvement  in  working 
conditions  generally,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  these  standards  have 
been  achieved  without  having  to  resort  to  the  institution  of  legal  proceed- 
ings under  the  Act. 
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Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

s 

• 

• S 

ha  ha 
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• 

la  4» 

■S  & 

G .=  » 

in 

Total  aumbcr  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  1969 

1 -a  ? 

- 

i •Bv  1 
Z tiJB 

Offices  ...  

15 

355 

80 

Retail  Shops 

22 

550 

243 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses 

3 

42 

9 

Catering  Establishments 
open  to  the  public, 

Canteens 

6 

100 

29 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

46 

1047 

361 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  Registered 

Premises  


479 


Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  workplace: 

Number  of 

Class  of  Workplace  Persons  Employed 

Offices  5145 

Retail  Shops  4659 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  ...  ...  ...  719 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  public  1131 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  9 

11741 


(4,491  Males,  7,250  Females) 


53 


ACCIDENTS 

Accidents  to  persons  employed  in  registered  premises  must  be  notified 
under  the  Act  and  the  following  tables  show  the  number  of  accidents 
reported,  the  action  taken  following  investigations  and  an  analysis  of  the 
causes  of  the  accidents: — 


Reported  Accidents 


Action  Taken 

Workplace 
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£ 
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Z 

Offices 

2 

Nil 

NU 

2 

NU 

Retail  Shops  

Wholesale  Shops, 

21 

NU 

NU 

21 

NU 

Warehouses 

4 

NU 

NU 

4 

Nil 

Catering  Establishments 

open  to  public. 

Canteens 

3 

NU 

NU 

3 

NU 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ... 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS 

30 

Nil 

Nil 

30 

NU 

Analysts  oi  Reported  Accidents 

U 


Machinery  

NU 

Transport  

Nil 

Falls  of  Persons 

1 

Stepping  on  or 

striking  against  object 

or  person 

Nil 

Handling  goods 

1 

Struck  by  falling  object 

NU 

Fires  and  explosions  . . . 

NU 

Electricity  

Nil 

Use  of  hand  tools 

Nil 

Not  otherwise  specified 

Nil 
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NU 

NU 

2 
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NU 
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11 

NU 

1 

NU 

2 

Nil 
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NU 

6 

4 

1 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Rats  in  Sewers 

During  Spring  and  Autumn  selected  manholes  on  the  older  sewers  which 
had  been  infested  in  the  past  were  treated  with  fluoroacetamide  poison 
in  an  endeavour  to  keep  them  clear  of  rats. 

The  Autumn  sewer  treatment  was  preceded  by  a test  bait,  which  showed 
some  re-infestation  of  rats,  mostly  confined  to  the  sewers  in  the  Newtown 
areaj  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  sewers  were  substantially  free  from 
rats.  Following  this,  all  sewers  in  Newtown  were  treated  with  poison  and 
no  further  complaints  have  been  received  from  this  area. 


Surface  Infestations 

Besides  treatment  of  the  sewers;  the  refuse  tip,  sewage  works,  together 
with  building  and  demolition  sites  are  kept  imder  routine  observation  and 
treated  when  necessary.  Regular  inspections  of  ‘black  spots’  (sites  which 
have  been  subject  to  rat  infestations  in  the  past)  have  continued. 

Number  of  ‘black  spots’  ...  ...  ...  82 

Number  of  visits  to ‘black  spots’  ...  298 

Number  of  ‘black  spots’  found  infested  16 

In  addition,  366  permanent  baiting  points  have  been  established 
throughout  the  city  during  1969. 

These  consist  of  Warfarin  baits  in  pipes  laid  mostly  along  the  banks  of 
the  river,  canal  and  brooks  and  the  railway  embankments,  all  again  poten- 
tial breeding  sites  for  rats,  particularly  where  these  pass  near  to  houses  or 
other  premises.  These  points  are  visited  at  intervals  and  baits  replenished 
if  necessary. 

The  object  is  to  treat  infestations  as  they  arise  in  a further  move  towards 
dealing  with  infestations  in  a preventive  maimer.  The  number  of  these 
permanent  baiting  points  have  been  increased  and  have  replaced  many 
‘black  spots’. 

Number  of  permanent  baiting  points  ...  ...  366 

Number  of  visits  to  these  points  ...  ...  951 

Number  of  these  points  found  infested  239 

British  Rail  is  co-operating  by  laying  similar  permanent  baiting  points 
in  stations,  marshalling  yards,  etc. 

The  following  is  the  Annual  Report  on  Rodent  Control  for  1969  as 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 
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RODENT  CONTROL— REPORT  FOR  1969 


1.  Number  of  Properties  in  District 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notifica- 
tion ... 

(b)  Number  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice  ... 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(sites)  inspected  for  rats  and/ 
or  mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification  (black  spots  and 
permanent  baiting  points)  ... 

(b)  Number  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats  ... 

(ii)  Mice 

4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats 

during  the  year? 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 
Non  Agricultiiral  Agricultural 

24882  8 

497  3 

128  — 

283  — 

448  — 

255  — 

Yes 


The  number  of  properties  infested  by  rats  at  2(bXi)  above  is  nearly  half 
that  for  the  previous  year  and  it  is  evident  that  the  overall  programme  to 
reduce  the  rat  population  in  the  City  to  a minimum  is  proving  ^ective. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Five  shop  premises  where  pets  are  kept  for  sale  were  licensed  under 
the  Act  following  inspection,  and  all  complied  with  the  terms  of  the 
licenses. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

Two  premises  where  animals  are  boarded  under  the  Act  were  licensed 
following  inspection. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the  City. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

Eleven  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of  noise  nuisance  and 
all  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

LECTURES 

During  the  year,  lectures  on  various  aspects  of  Environmental  Hygiene 
were  given  to  a number  of  organisations,  students  and  nurses. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

PART  I 

1.  Inspections. 


Premises 
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Notices  g" 

o 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

27 

7 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority 

310 

81 

7 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

14 

13 

1 

TOTAL 

351 

101 

9 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  foimd. 

Pardculart 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(Not  including  offences  re- 
lating to  Out  work)  ... 


No.  of  Cues  in  which  defects 
were  found 


Rente-  Referred 
Found  died  To  HJVi.  ByHJVi. 

Inspector  Inspector 
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PART  vm 

OUTWORK 
(Sections  133  and  134) 


NATURE  OF  WORK 
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